EDITORIAL FOREWORD
Medical Care Review occasionally publishes guest editorials, special essays written by academic researchers or health professionals on topics of particular importance in shaping our health care system. In this issue Kathryn Phillips and I have taken the liberty of describing our experiences and those of other researchers at U. C. Berkeley in attempting to provide the general public in California with information relevant to several AIDS initiatives on the ballots in recent elections. At least 21 states allow public policy to be set directly through a ballot initiative process and, increasingly, health policy issues-especially AIDS-related issues-are being brought before the voting public. This way of making health policy is new and unsettling for academic researchers. We need to rethink our roles in this process and create new ways of fulfilling our obligation to provide the public with valid and timely information in what is inevitably a politically charged atmosphere.
In part, our editorial was stimulated by the lead article in this issue, &dquo;Clinical Ethics and HIV-related Illnesses,&dquo; by Bernard Lo. Lo argues that the AIDS epidemic requires new approaches to public policymaking, and he suggests ways in which well-designed health services research may help policymakers and the public to make wise decisions.
He concludes that health services research may make choices more enlightened by helping us to understand the ethical issues and to be aware of the range of effects likely to result from proposed policies.
A look into the future of health care in rural America is provided by Dan Ermann's article, &dquo;Rural Health Care: The Future of the Hospital.&dquo; This article examines the effects of federal, state, and private health policies on the way in which health care is provided in rural settings. While Ermann's primary focus is on the rural hospital, he discusses other components of the delivery system so that the rural hospital can be assessed as part of the total system. As hospitals have been responding to reimbursement incentives to discharge patients sooner, the need for coordinated posthospital care has grown. There are serious questions, however, about the level of care required of longer-term care facilities and about the extent of real coordination among acute and long-term care institutions that is required to meet the needs of patients. Joyce Bowlyow's article, &dquo;Acute and Long-Term Care Linkages: A Literature Review,&dquo; reviews what is known from empirical studies of this issue and defines a research agenda on the types of service linkages needed to integrate better the acute and longterm care systems.
The final study in this issue is an enlightening analysis by a British colleague, Joan Higgins, of the &dquo;invasion&dquo; of the British health care market by American investor-owned hospital chains. Higgins' analysis adds an important chapter to our understanding of privatization of health services, and it provides an unusual view into the international marketing of American investor-owned health services.
It gives me great pleasure to present these stimulating articles to the readers of MCR.
Thomas G. Rundall Editor
